Picture Story Book and Play 




PURPOSE:
Students will create a picture story book that will be given to a family in need or to a needy school AND your story will be the basis for a play you share with elementary school children.  Board members and other dignitaries will be there when you share your play at Central Elementary School.

OBJECTIVES:
Students will be able to:
· Plan, write, illustrate, and publish their own children’s picture book
· Analyze and evaluate a work of literature
· Participate in a review of a story written by a peer
· Use literary devices in an original work of fiction
· Present a play based on their story to elementary school classes

DIRECTIONS:
In this lesson students plan, write, illustrate, and publish their own children’s picture books. First, students review illustrated children’s books to gain an understanding of the creative process and the elements that help make a children’s book successful. Next, students use graphic organizers to brainstorm ideas for the character, setting, and conflict of their own stories. Students then pitch their stories to their peers and use peer feedback as they develop their stories. Students create storyboards to plan the relationship between the illustrations and text. Students use a variety of methods to bind their books in an attractive manner and present their books to their peers.  Finally, students will adapt their book to a play that they will present to elementary school students.

SIGNATURE PROGRAM CONNECTION
Our school’s signature program is Global Communication and Public Affairs.  Job fields related to the project are a writer/author, editor, playwright, multimedia artist (advertising, video game design, animation), teacher, journalist, social worker, and a mediator/arbitrator.

GRADING
Children’s Book Review Guide (26 points) – due at the end of Day #2
“I Remember” Journal Entry (20 points) – due at the end of Day #3
The four maps and Brainstorming the Conflict Chart (25 points) – due at the end of Day #4
Plot Pitch Peer Review (10 points each and there should be at least 2 if possible) – due at the end of Day #6
Storyboard (30 points) – due at the end of Day #7
Storybook (100 points) – due at the end of Day #12
Performing the Storybook Play (you must be here when we perform the play) (50 points) – TBA
TOTAL OF 271 POINTS POSSIBLE









PROCEDURES:
DAY #1 – Favorite Book Presentations
Supplies Needed: Bring in Children’s Storybook 
1.) Arrange students into groups of three members each
2.) Have group members take turns reading their favorite picture book out loud to the two other group members
3.) After reading the book, each reader should share three reasons why the book is their favorite from childhood
4.) After the reading of each book, ask group members to share concrete examples of how the book was effective in each of the following three areas: plot, characterization, and illustrations
5.) Encourage students to develop their own guidelines for the characteristics of effective plots, characterization, and illustrations
6.) Gather the whole group and review your findings, noting the details on a sheet of paper.  Save the information for later reference, as students will be composing your own book

DAY #2 – Book Reviews
1.) Review the guidelines that the groups compiled as they reviewed their favorite books in the previous session
2.) Pass out the Children’s Book Review Guide (Step Two) and additional books for students to review
3.) Ask students to review a children’s book and explore the general characteristics of children’s books
4.) If possible, move students to a larger area or a location where they can read the books out loud to themselves
5.) After students have completed the Children’s Book Review Guide (Step Two), get back into your groups of three
6.) Have students identify the similarities among all the books reviewed in the group
7.) As a whole class, have groups share their findings and compare the results to the books you read from Day 1
8.) Note the details as students share on your findings sheet from Day 1.  Revise and add as necessary
9.) Each person should turn in your Children’s Book Review Guide before you leave today.  It is worth 26 points and you are graded on effort/completion

DAY #3 – “I Remember” Journal Entry
1.) Explain the writing project that students will complete: composing the text and illustrations for their own children’s picture books
2.) Read the Grading Rubric and discuss the expectations for the activity.  See me if you have any questions
3.) Ask students to brainstorm themes that they noticed in several of the books
4.) To get students started, share one or more of the following themes and ask students to suggest how come of the books that they read fit these themes:
a. Acceptance of others (bullying)
b. Concern of family dynamics
c. Physical growth
d. Fear of the unknown (environment)
5.) Once the class has compiled a list of several themes, review the list and make any additions or revisions
6.) Ask listeners to hypothesize why these themes resonate with young listeners, encouraging students to share any connections that they recall to the texts or to their own experiences
7.) Have students describe the memory as a journal entry.  Encourage students to address all five of the senses when recounting their memory
8.) Explain that the memory doesn’t have to be complete.  If desired, encourage students to imagine or make up details that they cannot remember
9.) Each person should turn in your “I Remember” journal entry before you leave today.  It is worth 20 points and you are graded on effort/completion

DAY #4 – Brainstorming Session
1.) Ask volunteers to share summaries of their memories from their journals
2.) After each volunteer reads, connect the memories to the themes from the previous session
3.) Remind students of the expectations of the assignments using the Grading Rubric
4.) Overview the steps that students will follow:
a. Gathering details about their stories
b. Developing plots
c. Storyboarding
d. Writing and illustrating
e. Publishing the book
5.) In groups, read through the Tips for Writing a Children’s Picture Storybook handout and compare the observations to the books that the students have read
6.) Have groups use the Character Map, Conflict Map, Resolution Map, and Setting Map to brainstorm each
7.) Have groups complete the Brainstorming the Conflict chart to test out potential conflicts by identifying the complications that would or could result from attempting to solve them
8.) Each group should turn in your Character Map, Conflict Map, Resolution Map, Setting Map, and Brainstorming the Conflict Chart.  They are worth 5 points each (total of 25 points) and are graded on effort/completion.  They will be returned to you

DAY #5 – Developing a “Plot Pitch”
Supplies Needed: Bring in Colored Markers/Pencils 
1.) In groups, distribute the Plot Pitch Template and have students follow the information on the sheet to develop the basic layout and details of their stories (do not do the Plot Pitch Peer Questions).  Plot is the literary element that describes the structure of a story
2.) Once the basic templates are complete, have students graph their plots using the Children’s Picture Story Book – rising action, climax, and falling action
3.) In groups, students should sketch their main character and the setting in which the story takes place.  Encourage students to use colors in their sketches, as well as labels that identify certain characteristics or details that might be revealed through the text of the story

DAY #6 – Pitching the Plot
1.) Groups should exchange their Plot Pitch Template to at least two groups for peer review (if possible)
2.) Ask students to answer the questions included on the Plot Pitch Template (under Plot Pitch Peer Questions) to provide written feedback to their partners.  Use a separate piece of paper to answer
3.) Have students review the responses and add details or revisions to their work so far in the time remaining
4.) Each student should turn in your Plot Pitch Peer Review before you leave.  Each review is worth 10 points and is graded based on effort/completion

DAY #7 – Storyboards
1.) In groups, have students sketch the illustrations and text for each page and the cover in a pane of the storyboard.  The students’ goal should be to create a balance of text and illustrations that tell their story.  Remember that the book should be at least 14 pages, so you will need at least 14 boxes!
2.) Remind students that these are rough sketches, not their final illustrations.  Getting the idea across is the goal
3.) Encourage students to experiment with the location, size, and amount of text and illustrations on each page
4.) Once students have completed their storyboards, show and discuss to the rest of the planned layout/story for the book.  The class should provide feedback and your group should revise as needed
5.) Each group should turn in your storyboard before you leave.  The storyboard is worth 30 points and is graded on effort/completion

DAY #8-10 – Producing the Book
Supplies Needed: Bring in Colored Markers/Pencils/Stickers/Scrapbooking Paper 
1.) Review the expectations for the assignment using the Grading Rubric
2.) Review the Tips for Writing a Children’s Picture Storybook and make last second adjustments
3.) Read the Publishing Tips handout
4.) Allow students to work on their pages, writing and illustrating during this session

DAY #11 – Organizing the Play
Supplies Needed: Binding Supplies
1.) In groups, using the content of your story book, adapt the content so that you can perform a play
2.) Assign each member of your group a role in the play
3.) Practice you play amongst your group members and memorize your lines
4.) Bind your storybook if you haven’t done so already!

DAY #12 – Practicing the Play
1.) Review the lines of the play
2.) Practice your play in front the rest of the class
3.) In groups, brainstorm props, costumes, and goodies (not candy) that you may want to give to the elementary school students
4.) Your storybook is due!  Your storybook is graded out of 100 points using the attached Grading Rubric.  Performing the play at Central Elementary School is another 50 points and is based on the information below:

Memorizing and presenting the play with enthusiasm, inflection, a loud voice……….______/20

Effort and effective use of props/costumes…………………………………………….______/20

No mistakes while presenting………………………………………………………….______/10

TOTAL:										     ______/50




Bibliography:
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/children-picture-book-project-1022.html
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